
Project 2: Math Education

· Due uploaded to Canvas on or before May 25 (just after last lecture day)
· Turn in on canvas (electronic file submission on Canvas)
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Project 2: Math and education (Time Estimate: 90 minutes)

Summary: The purpose is to show you a perspective on mathematics and learning mathematics that will influence your understanding and meaningfully contribute to your education. The project has been designed with you in mind to be engaging, informative and worthwhile. 

1. Watch Mathematics is the sense you never knew you had | Eddie Woo | TEDxSydney (10 min)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXwStduNw14
2. Watch "Why do people hate mathematics" by Numberphile on Youtube (10 min) where Professor Frenkel discusses mathematics.
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yexc19j3TjE
3. Watch "Salman Khan talk at TED 2011 (from ted.com)" from 12:30-14:30 (e.g. just for 2 minutes) 	
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gM95HHI4gLk 
4. Read this article: (5-10 minutes tops, unless you view the primary sources): http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2013/10/the-myth-of-im-bad-at-math/280914/ 
5. Read Lockhart's Lament pages 1-6, 8 and 24-25 (9 pages total – est. 20 min). 
· This is really the core of the assignment. It’s a fascinating piece of literature. Take a look. Actually read, be patient, look, think, it’s quite interesting.
6. Pass the quiz and turn it in. This is the part that is due. 


How to turn in your project: 

· The project is to be turned in as a .PDF file on canvas. This is the only acceptable file format for grading purposes. Please no mac-user “pages,” or “word” files. 
· There is a two page set of questions / open ended responses on the next pages. Type your answers there, then save as a pdf and turn it in.
· Feel free to edit as you need this file… spacing, font, deleting the first page, etc.
· Upload to Canvas under ASSIGNMENTS → Project 2 as a pdf
· You may turn in the assignment early, and that is encouraged.
· In writing, I value your free thoughts and unfiltered ideas more than perfect grammar and punctuation. Feel free to write more with less revision. There will be no extra points awarded for well edited writing, or points lost for stream of consciousness prose full of typos!!
 









Name________________________
SID__________________________

PROJECT 2 QUIZ: 

1. I completed all assigned portions in 1-6. yes ______ no _______
2. Give an example of something from the musician’s nightmare in Lockhart's Lament, or otherwise just explain something the musician thought of. 





3. What do pages 24-25 talk about in Lockhart's Lament? Is this accurate based on your experience?





3. Give a 1 sentence summary of Eddie Woo’s TED talk. 





4. Teachers of all disciplines tell us their subject is most important, but why does Professor Frenkel rank mathematics above the others as more important to study than other fields? 





5. Summarize in 1 sentence what Salman Kahn basically argues for in the video segment during the assigned portion from 12:30-14:30. 





6. Summarize the Atlantic article in one-sentence. 











7. What is your personal feeling and overall takeaway from this assignment? Please write a reflection by spending 30 minutes writing. Please reflect on your experience of mathematics and math education. What has been good? What has been bad? Why? How did the Lockhart’s Lament piece align with your views of mathematics education? 


















8. In just a couple sentences, what is your takeaway from these projects? Do you feel they complement the course well? Did you feel they were a waste of time? Do you enjoy them and learn somethings you felt were useful? Your thoughts here will help in the design of these projects for future students, so I encourage you to be honest! 
